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Kerikeri is in the Bay of Islands, in the north of New Zealand.  

It’s a 45 minute domestic flight from Auckland Airport or a 4 hour journey by private car.
Kerikeri has a population of around 10,000 and is known for its clean, green, safe environment 

and outdoor lifestyle.  There is access to lots of beaches and coastline for sailing, surfing, 

kayaking, scuba diving and swimming as well as native forest with great walks and picturesque 

waterfalls.  The town has three sports complexes and multiple fitness centres.

Location



Kerikeri town centre

Aerial view of Kerikeri High School and the Bay of Islands



Kerikeri High School is a warm hearted, innovative, co-educational secondary school set on expansive grounds and just a 

2-minute walk to the Kerikeri town centre.



We are known for high academic performance and for producing students strong in the Four Cornerstones of a balanced 

education; Academic, Cultural, Sporting and Leadership & Service.

We place a strong emphasis on global competency and internationalisation of all our students and warmly welcome the company 

of our international students.  There are 1,700 students at Kerikeri High School, 

approximately 80 of which are international students.  



Kerikeri High School Senior Curriculum 
Year 11 Year 13Year 12



As well as academic subjects, Kerikeri High School offers a wide range of practical subjects, such as: 

Outdoor Education, Technology, Engineering, Hospitality, Performing Arts and Visual Arts.

Subject Choices



International students take part in a 3-day orientation welcome programme on arrival. During this program they are welcomed 

by our Principal, Mr Clent and introduced to their ‘Kiwi buddy’. Students are also welcomed onto our local Marae with a 
traditional Pōwhiri and undergo English testing at school to place them into an English language class to suit their level.

Orientation



During the Orientation days we like to explore the beautiful Bay of Islands on a boat and an island stopover for a walk and lunch 

on the beach, followed by swimming and beach fun!

Orientation



Just a half an hour drive from Kerikeri High School is the Waitangi Treaty Grounds.  This special place was the site where New 

Zealand's founding document, Te Tiriti o Waitangi / The Treaty of Waitangi was first signed in 1840, it is fundamental to New 

Zealand's cultural identity and its origins as a modern nation state. Every international student at Kerikeri High School visits the 

Waitangi Treaty Grounds as part of our Academic Programme.  

New Zealand history and culture



A great leadership opportunity is our Peer Support programme – where the oldest students at school are trained to lead the 

youngest students in their first months at Kerikeri High School. Year 13 students attend a leadership training camp and then 

accompany the younger students on the Year 7 camp to Urupukapuka Island. 

Leadership – Peer Support



International students are encouraged to participate in clubs and activities 

available at Kerikeri High School including; Kapa Haka (Māori culture group), 
music and bands, drama productions, debating, SAVE Environmental group 

and Duke of Edinburgh tramps as well as social activities such as our formal 

senior school ball.  Getting involved in a club is a great way for our 

international  students to make new friends.  



Kerikeri High School has over 40 different sports available during the academic year including; sailing, soccer (football), rugby, 

basketball, tennis, volleyball, athletics, hockey, table tennis, swimming and mountain biking to name a few of them.  International 

students trial out for a place in the teams alongside the kiwi students.



In November, our Kiwi students and some international students sit the national NCEA exams.  Whilst these exams are on we run 

an End of Year Programme for our international students not sitting the exams.  This programme is 3 weeks long and includes lots 

of activities in Northland and at Kerikeri High School.  

End of Year Programme



International students enrolled at Kerikeri High School can choose to take part in one of 

our Academic Plus Programmes; Sailing, Surfing or Equestrian.  Students doing these 

programmes will study regular classes Monday – Thursdays and on Fridays will be 

participating in their chosen Academy.  The additional cost of these programmes 

includes professional coaching, equipment and transport.  



The Bay of Islands is world famous for its 

sailing conditions and Kerikeri High 

School has a history of successful sailors 

including Olympic gold medallist and 

America’s Cup sailor Blair Tuke. 



Our Sailing Academy operates from the Bay of Islands Yacht Club in Waitangi.  Our coaches cater to all levels from beginners to 

experienced sailors who are looking to better their racing skills.  The Sailing Academy has Lasers, RS Fevas, 29ers and a 49er, we 

also have access to keel boats for the students to navigate and discover the beautiful Bay of Islands on our overnight adventures, 

as well as wind surfers and wind foilers.  



Academic Plus Equestrian 



Academic Plus Surf 



Once a term we organise a Saturday trip to local 

Northland attractions to provide students 

with the opportunity to experience what 

Northland has to offer. 



International students at Kerikeri High School live with local families during their stay in Kerikeri. 

There are a variety of homestay options which include in town or out of town (rural). Some homestays are located within walking 

distance to the school and the shops and some are rural homestays which might include living on a farm where there are horses 

and other animals.



Kerikeri High School International Department

We have welcomed international students to Kerikeri High School for 26 years. 

We are a dedicated and friendly team with an “open door” policy offering 24/7 support for our students.  Our team includes 
Jessica Donovan - Director of International, Conny Obermeier - International Assistant, Alice St George - International Assistant 

and Helen Fitzsimmons - Accommodation Manager.  Additionally, our ESOL teacher Bronwyn Thompson is dedicated to students’ 
English learning needs both with ESOL and across the curriculum.

From left to right – Bronwyn, Helen, Jessica, Alice and Conny



Videos

Below are two videos show casing Kerikeri High School and life as an International 

Student in Kerikeri. Follow these QR codes for further videos on our YouTube Channel 

Welcome to Kerikeri and 

Kerikeri High School 

Story from an Italian International 

Student at Kerikeri High School
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