




Our primary purpose and intent is to Build Men for Life. We 

assist our young men in their preparation for life beyond 

school by setting one key objective for them to aspire to 

and realise - Personal Excellence. This means that we 

encourage and drive individual students to be their best in 

all aspects of school and life.

 A distinguishing part of the school is our significant focus 

on Values-Based Education.  The focus on character and 

being a ‘good man’ is an essential ingredient in the personal 

development of our students.  There are programmes run 

throughout the school as part of the Kingsmen Society that 

actively teach and encourage the core school values.  Our 

values include: 

 Excellence in all that we do, striving to be our best. 

 Respect for self, for others and for the environment. 

 Integrity in how we lead our lives. 

 Responsibility for our own actions individually and 

collectively. 

 Compassion for and understanding of difference.
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King’s High School offers every young man a great 

experience and the opportunity to reach his full potential.

What can a student new to King’s expect?

Firstly, and most importantly, we are committed to providing 

students with a learning environment that encourages 

them to attain their academic potential and ignites in them 

a love of learning that will last a lifetime.

Secondly, all students can choose from a wide range 

of cultural and sporting options. Students are actively 

encouraged to participate in these activities and are 

expertly supported by a committed and knowledgeable 

staff. Currently, King’s boasts the highest staff participation 

rate in sporting activities of all Otago schools.

The experiences provided at King’s High School assist 

our young men to grow in confidence, maturity and self-

respect, and provides them with a stable foundation for 

their future.

The experiences provided at King’s 

High School assist our young men 

to grow in conidence, maturity  and 
self-respect, and provides them 
with a stable foundation for their 

future.

Education at a Boys’ School

Boys have different learning styles from girls.  An all boys’ 

environment allows us to cater for these specific styles 

and to target teaching practices to help boys reach their 

potential.

 Boys feel less self-conscious when surrounded 

by other boys and are more inclined to speak their 

mind and engage in conversation within the class 

environment.

 Academically, at least within New Zealand, statistics 

over the last 10 years have shown that boys in boys’ 

schools perform approximately 10% better than boys 

in co-ed schools.

 A boy’s environment allows a range of activities 

outside the classroom to complement the learning 

inside the classroom. 

 Excellent role modelling from men can occur when 

there is a male dominated staff.

 Being in an all-boys’ school allows us to celebrate 

being young men and all that this entails. 

A Great Experience





Pastoral System

Our pastoral system supports our students in building 

strong relationships with others while respecting clear 

guidelines and expectations.

The Senior Managers, Deans, Guidance Counsellor 

and Learning Support staff form a comprehensive and 

experienced pastoral team.

Each class in the junior school has a Liaison Teacher. Their 

role is to ensure all students are applying themselves and 

that they are content in their work and in their relationships 

with other students.

King’s provides a friendly setting where young men can 

feel comfortable being themselves and are supported 

extensively through each stage of their schooling.

Our students are our focal point. It is important to us that 

every boy feels valued, respected and secure during his 

time at school. This philosophy is fostered and encouraged 

through the House and Group system, our pastoral care 

system, and the promotion and modelling of core values.

House and Group System

The House system is a key element to the school’s guidance 

structure as well as being central to many of its cultural 

and sporting activities. 

Within each House there are several Groups. Each Year 

9 student is placed in a Group when he enrols at King’s 

and he remains with that Group until he leaves. This 

enables each young man to build a special bond, over five 

years, with a staff member whom they get to know well 

and to trust. Similarly, because the Groups are made up 

of students from Years 9 to 13, the Group system breaks 

down potential barriers between age groups and allows for 

the development of leadership skills.

Our students are our focal point. 

It is important to us that every boy 

feels valued, respected and secure 
during his time at school.

A Caring Environment





progress toward that potential, whether it be to master the 

fundamental elements of literacy and numeracy, or to excel 

in national examinations.

Student achievement is regularly monitored and measured 

to ensure that significant value is added to students’ 

learning and that progress is being made.

Our experience is that boys learn best in a structured 

environment where boundaries and high expectations 

are clearly established and communicated. Such an 

environment exists at King’s.

The position of Academic Dean ensures that the 

burgeoning academic needs of our top students are met. 

The Dean ensures these students receive the personalised 

assistance they require, from the very beginning of Year 9 

and culminating in the pursuit of Scholarship in Year 13.

Cambridge Examination 

In recognition of the need to extend our academically able 

Year 10 students, we have introduced the internationally 

recognised Cambridge (IGCSE) programme.  Students in 

our top Year 10 class are being exposed to the Cambridge 

curriculum in Mathematics, Science, English and Social 

Sciences.  

Students are academically extended and encouraged to 

achieve their absolute best. The primary aim at King’s is 

classroom success. Our principal focus and consideration 

is ensuring that all students attain personal excellence in 

their academic pursuits.

Current research suggests that some of the key ingredients 

to student success centre around the quality of the 

teaching staff and the relationships that teachers build with 

their students. King’s boasts a committed, qualified and 

student-centred staff. The relationships that students and 

staff develop, are based on mutual respect, and a shared 

appreciation that both parties have the student’s best 

interests at heart. These positive relationships enhance 

and encourage learning.

Academic success is best measured on an individual 

basis. Our commitment to the individual student centres 

on providing him with opportunities and challenging him 

to fulfil his potential. We take great pride in our students’ 

Our principal focus and 

consideration is ensuring that all 

students attain personal excellence 

in their academic pursuits.

Learning Excellence





Years 11,12 & 13

The transition into the senior school sees students making 

more specialised subject choices as they move towards 

the attainment of NCEA. King’s offers a range of subjects 

in the senior school and students are counselled by senior 

staff to ensure that their option choices will allow them to 

pursue their interests and establish potential career paths 

beyond school.

King’s provides a host of subject options so that each 

student can consolidate his strengths and be exposed to, 

and inspired by, new areas of learning. 

Years 9 & 10

In Year 9, students study subjects from all of the essential 

learning areas in the curriculum. This gives students 

exposure to a wide range of subjects so they are in the 

position to make informed choices about their options in 

Year 10 and beyond.

Learning takes place in streamed year-level classes. Gifted 

and Talented students are identified and challenged by 

extension material. Students who have difficulties with 

literacy and/or numeracy are directed into options that 

provide extra support from specially trained staff.

All students are encouraged and supported to settle for 

nothing less than personal excellence.

Gifted and Talented students 

are identiied and challenged by 
extension material.

Learning Opportunities



A strong sense of family and community awareness 

is honoured at King’s. 

We recognise the importance and value of a strong home-

school relationship. The partnership between teachers 

and parents is essential, and we encourage parents to 

communicate any queries or concerns to the school, and 

remain actively involved in their son’s education. Parents 

are regularly informed of student progress and school 

events through Weekly Notes, interview evenings, reports 

each term, King’s Week and the school website. 

Our bicultural heritage is recognised with each student 

having the opportunity to focus on Te Reo in a Year 9 

language class.  Whanau Hui and Maori Advisory Board 

meetings are held on a regular basis to engage our Maori 

community.

Our International department welcomes approximately 

25 students per year from countries including; China, 

Germany, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea and Thailand. While 

these students benefit from specialised English tuition, 

they spend the majority of their time integrated in regular 

classes working alongside Kiwi students, building strong 

K i n g ’ s



relationships and adding to each others understanding of 

their respective cultures. 

The PTSA is an active group of committed parents who 

organise activities and raise funds for capital purchases 

and assisting school operations.

The Old Boys’ Association is passionate about the school 

and makes valuable contributions in terms of time, finance 

and support of school events.

The Board of Trustees, made up of elected parent 

representatives, takes responsibility for school governance. 

The Board promotes the school vision of personal excellence 

and supports school management to make this vision a 

reality. Board members serve on various committees and 

are dedicated to the roles in which they serve.

C o m m u n i t y





There are many opportunities available for students to 

increase their awareness of the world around them through 

overseas trips, field trips and sports exchanges. 

In addition all boys have the opportunity to attend camps to 

experience and participate in activities designed to educate 

them in the skills and care required in the outdoors. 

King’s has its own outdoor lodge at Warrington – the 

school’s Classroom by the Sea. All Year 9 classes venture 

there on a three day camp and Year 10 students utilise it in 

the latter part of the year during activities week. King’s also 

offers the Duke of Edinburgh programme.

Beyond The Classroom





Sport is an important part of life at King’s. There are many 

opportunities on offer and, through their involvement, our 

young men learn the value of participation and further 

enhance friendships.

At King’s, more than 70% of our students are involved in 

sporting activities offered by the school. We have a long 

history of sporting excellence and numerous students have 

won national titles and represented NZ at age-group level.

One of the things that stands King’s apart from other 

secondary schools is the high ratio of staff participation in 

sporting activities. Staff give willingly and selflessly of their 

time. Each team has staff involved in either a coaching 

or managerial capacity. The expertise and enthusiasm of 

the staff creates an environment in which students can 

develop their abilities and enjoy themselves. 

The creation of specialist Director of Sport and High 

Performance roles give students access to the expertise 

they need to excel.

We have an extensive interschool programme that provides 

opportunities for students to pit themselves against the 

best students from other schools within Dunedin and the 

South Island. Many of our teams and individuals represent 

King’s at national school championships; an experience 

they never forget.

In Years 9 and 10 there are sports academies that run as 

timetabled classes. Currently academies exist in basketball, 

cricket, football, golf, hockey, rugby, surfing and touch. The 

quality of coaching in these academies is superb. Students 

must meet scholastic and behavioural expectations before 

they can enter the programmes.

Sporting Excellence

The expertise and enthusiasm of 

the staff creates an environment 

in which students develop their 

abilities while enjoying themselves.





King’s provides many cultural opportunities for students.

Music is an important part of school life and a popular 

academic subject. The school boasts a jazz band, chamber 

music ensembles and many aspiring rock bands. Boys 

can choose to learn almost any musical instrument and 

are encouraged to celebrate their talent with assembly 

performances. 

Drama is an increasingly popular subject offered at all 

levels of NCEA and in the junior curriculum. As with Music, 

students perform regularly in assembly so that they can 

increase their confidence and experience.

Boys can choose to learn almost 

any musical instrument and are 

encouraged to celebrate their talent 

with assembly performances.

As well as our major school productions, the school 

consistently performs with distinction in the Shakespeare 

Sheilah Winn Festival and Stage Challenge.  Each 

production has significant student participation both on 

and off the stage. 

Kapa Haka is very strong within the school and our 

performance group, He Waka Kotuia has a reputation as 

one of the most successful South Island school groups.  A 

Pasifika group is active in the school. This group supports 

Pasifika students and celebrates Pasifika culture. 

Debating and Public Speaking are fostered and encouraged.

As with any aspect of life at King’s, we expect boys involved 

in the arts to always give of their best, and to not only 

respect the achievement of others, but to actively help and 

encourage every other boy to reach his greatest potential.

Cultural And Creative Excellence





Success of King’s boys is acknowledged, celebrated, 

shared and encouraged.

Our vision of personal excellence for each student is 

supported and encouraged by regular celebration of those 

students who are applying themselves to reach their 

potential.

Academic, cultural and sporting achievements are 

recognised by:

 School Prize Giving

 Academic Blues assemblies

 Cultural and Sporting Blues assemblies

 Award assemblies for presentation of Cups and 

Certificates for Excellence in culture and sport

 Assembly presentation of certificates for Excellence in 

the classroom

 Kingsweek acknowledgements

 Student Excellence boards

 Displays of student work around the school

 Oestreicher Leadership Awards

 Celebration of Old Boys’ achievements around the 

school.

Students are encouraged to participate in academically 

challenging opportunities. These opportunities include 

International Mathematics, English, Science and Language 

competitions, Economics Challenges, essay and public 

speaking competitions and Scholarship examinations.

Celebrating Excellence
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