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Waiheke High School International
Just a ferry ride away



Welcome
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Waiheke High School offers an exciting opportunity for students to be part of an island community. 
Just 35 minutes by ferry from the centre of Auckland City, Waiheke Island is a very special part of 
New Zealand.

Waiheke High School provides a quality educational experience. Students are well supported to 
achieve academic excellence. There are some unique subject opportunities because of the School’s 
unique location. The Sea Sports Academy and Viticulture courses are popular with International 
students. A wide variety of sports offered include football, rugby, golf, netball, basketball and 
volleyball. There is a range of performing and creative arts that students can participate in, including 
design technology, drama and photography. 

Waiheke High School has several school choirs and a jazz band. Students are welcome to join in with 
these and the waka ama team, a traditional Maori racing canoe.  There are a wide range of other 
clubs on Waiheke that welcome international students, including dance and performing arts, martial 
arts, and sailing. 

Waiheke High School has approximately 500 students and welcomes international students from a 
wide range of countries.

“This experience was the most valuable of my life. Experiencing another culture and living as a kiwi was 
awesome for me. A priceless experience” Lucas, Brazil
“Here it is very beautiful, we see beaches every day when we walk to school. It is a very friendly 
community on Waiheke, everyone knows each other. Everything is new for us here. We have learnt to 
think about things in different ways and this is very good” Akane & Makoto, Japan
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Island Life
Waiheke Island is a special and beautiful place to live. It has golden sandy beaches with stunning 
scenery and blue clean water. Dolphins, and occasionally whales, are spotted in the waters around 
Waiheke. The most popular leisure activities revolve around the sea, for example: swimming, 
kayaking, fishing, snorkelling and sailing. 

Regular fast ferries run every hour between Waiheke Island and Auckland City. This means that 
students can live in a beautiful environment in a small friendly community, yet still have access to 
New Zealand’s biggest city. 

Sandy beaches that are popular for swimming and water sports are a feature of Waiheke Island. 
There are also shops, cafes, and many vineyards. Waiheke Island is a famous tourist destination 
where people from around the world come to enjoy the Island. The Island is very safe and prides itself 
on being a caring community. The population is about 8000.

“The weather and the beautiful landscapes are amazing. This was definitely a great experience that I will 
remember all my life” Vicente, Chile
“Waiheke is a really nice place to live. It is a remarkable island with  a strong community feel of a village. 
Most people know each other. Something I can't get enough of are the beaches. Because it is an Island, 
they are everywhere. In the summer they are a popular place to hang out and dipping  into the ocean is 
the best thing ever” Karoline, Germany



School Life
Waiheke High School provides a quality educational experience, and has high expectations of 
academic excellence.  There is a wide range of subject choices. Teachers are highly trained and 
qualified. The School’s student support systems ensure that international students are well cared for 
during their time on Waiheke Island. Student welfare is a high priority. The Dean of International 
Students provides individual academic and personal support to each student. Advice and guidance is 
given to those students who wish to study for the formal New Zealand school qualification, the 
National Certificate of Educational Achievement (NCEA). 

For students who need extra help with English, Waiheke High School has a quality ‘English for 
Speakers of Other Languages’ (ESOL) programme. 

Waiheke High School has a strong sense of community and there are several events in which the 
whole school participates. In summer there is ‘Beach Sports’ day where all the students go to the 
beach and students participate in a range of fun activities, from swimming and kayaking races to sand 
castle building competitions. Matariki is another significant event for the School. Matariki, which 
celebrates the Maori New Year, is held in June. These special events are often highlights of 
International students experiences in New Zealand. 

Our Term Four end of year activity programme involves four weeks of a wide range of activities, both 
on Waiheke and in the wider Auckland region. This programme is designed for students not sitting 
external NCEA examinations. These activities might include water sports, maori culture, and 
adventure activities and workshops about a range of topics including cooking, photography and music.

“My experience at Waiheke High School was absolutely great. The teachers are very helpful and reliable 
in every situation. The students also always give a hand to the other students that need help. I suggest 
this experience to all students that want to live in a wonderful country” Nicolo, Italy 
“I did so many thing that I thought I would never be able to do, especially in
Sea Sports and in my Maori class. It is such an amazing culture and I
think more international students should learn
about it” Alexandra, Chile
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“The subject Sea Sports is Waiheke High School’s speciality. It is a fun course where I got the chance to 
try out different water sports. I especially enjoyed the three day snorkeling and surfing trip, where I got to
                                                           see a wild stingray, and also had my first surfing lessons” Karoline,
                                                                Germany
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Sea Sports Academy
Sea Sports is a course that makes the  most of the School’s unique location, and provides interesting, 
fun and challenging ways for students from other countries to experience New Zealand. This course 
is available to International students in Years 11, 12 and 13. 

Sea Sports is an outdoor education course that is focused on the marine environment. Students 
participate in weekly practical and theory lessons. Practical activities include snorkelling, sailing, 
stand up paddleboarding, sea kayaking  and fishing. As well as practical skills, students study safety 
management, marine weather, marine biology and marine related careers. Formal qualifications 
offered to students include the Coastguard Day Skipper Certificate and an International Marine Radio 
Licence. 

Overnight expeditions are a popular part of the course. Different trips take place depending on the 
time of year. These could include a camping expedition where students have surfing lessons and 
snorkel at one of New Zealand’s famous marine reserves, a multi-day sailing expedition, and an 
overnight kayak expedition to camp on one of Waiheke’s neighbouring Islands. 

Sea Sports is often the highlight of many student’s Waiheke High School experience.
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“I went to Enclosure Bay for snorkelling, 
I saw many fish. It was amazing, I was 
so happy” Nao, Japan
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Viticulture
The Waiheke High School Viticulture course offers a unique experience to learn about the science 
and production of grapes for winemaking. Waiheke Island is home to over 40 vineyards, and the 
University of Auckland also operates a Wine Science programme on the Island. Students will gain first 
hand knowledge  and experience caring for the vines that produce some of our award winning local 
wines. 

Students research and analyse the production and marketing of locally produced grapes and olives. 
They assess environmental issues, learn how to plant grapes, carry out basic canopy maintenance 
and pruning, and participate in the annual grape and olive harvest. 

There is a mixture of both practical experience in a variety of different vineyards, and theory lessons. 
Waiheke High School uses local vineyards and expertise to provide a unique and enjoyable course.

“In Viticulture it is very interesting and fun. We visit lots of vineyards and have lots of different practical 
experiences, including picking grapes and pruning. It’s really great to learn about new things that you 
would never have a chance to learn about otherwise. Viticulture is my favourite subject” Anna, Germany
“I've learnt many new things that I wouldn't have ever learnt in Italy. I’ve really enjoyed my Viticulture 
class” Mattia, Italy
“I have really enjoyed picking grapes and visiting different vineyards. A great experience” Rei, Japan
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Homestay Accommodation
All international students are required to be in accommodation approved by Waiheke High School. 

Most students choose to be in homestay accommodation arranged and monitored by the school. The 
homestay experience is a very important part of an international student’s experience. Students are 
welcomed as part of a New Zealand family to experience the New Zealand way of life. Waiheke High 
School selects families carefully for their friendliness, lifestyle, and the quality of care they offer to 
students. 

Homestay includes three meals per day, laundry, and a comfortable bedroom with a work place for 
study. Homestays on Waiheke Island are located near a beach. Homestay parents are usually 
professionals who either travel to work in Auckland City, or work on the Island.  Students are 
encouraged to be part of the family and will take part in a variety of family activities.

“They made me feel  as part of the family and I really appreciated that” Alexandra, Chile 

“My homestay were really open and nice and I feel like I am a part of their family” Julia, Switzerland

“They are very friendly and helped me a lot. They were a second family for me” Lucas, Brazil 

“My host family are very kind and helpful. They teach me New Zealand jokes and meanings of funny 
words. They are also very interested in learning about my culture, and now they want to visit my country” 
Ryo, Japan

“I have only been here a short time but I already feel like a part of the family. My host sister is great, she 
shows me how to do things and we do lots of fun things together” Jil, Germany

“My host mother is a great cook, and also we have long talks together, it’s really nice. They include me in 
their family activities” Lisa, Germany
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Contact us:
Address: 11 Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, Waiheke Island 1081, New Zealand

Ph: +64 (0) 9 371-9000 ext: 204
Fax: +64 (0) 9 372-5474

Email: international@waihekehigh.school.nz
Website: www.waihekehigh.school.nz

Facebook: waihekehighschoolinternational




